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Question One:
	In the rise of the Muslim religion, its establishment was characterized through the conquering of Byzantine and the Sasanian empires which were their immediate neighbours (Elshaikh, n.d.). 
	The Byzantine Empire had been weakened through successive war breakouts with the Sasanian empire neighbours, diseases and general environmental issues (Hoyland, 2015). During this reign, the second caliph carried out swift strategically planned military attacks that forced the empire troops to retreat deeper into their territories each time he attacked. This led to a quick defeat of the empire. In the case of the Sasanian empire, their Muslim counterparts knew their attacking tactics (Elshaikh, n.d.). This allowed the Arab-Muslim militia to carry out attacks that were well organized and ensure victory each and every time.  
	After the defeat of these empires, the spread of the Islamic preaching was mandatory, however, the people of these empires were not coerced to convert to Muslims
Question Two:
	The Jews and Christians are the people of the book; this is because it is mentioned in the Qur’an that God revealed the Toran, Zabur and The Gospel to Moses, David and Jesus respectively before the Qur’an was finally delivered to Muhammad.
	They believe and worship one God who is the creator, this is similar to the Jewish and Christians. However, the early Muslim believe that the duo has altered the Bible.
Question Three
	As brought out by the article, the phrase “people of the pact” describes the Christians and Jews that were under Muslim territories while practising their respective religions. The Muslim did not forcefully convert people to Muslims
Question Four:
	Christians believed in spreading the gospel peacefully but were contrary to the argument that Muslims embraced the holy war. The holy war meant that Islam is preached to all the people even if it meant using brutal force on those who opposed the actions.	
Question Five:
	After the death of Muhammad in 1632, the Islam Empire started to divide into two groups; this was characterized by a move by a minority of Muslims that disagreed with the true heir to Muhammad. The two resulting groups were led by Abu Bakr, Muhammad’s father-in-law and Ali who was a cousin-in-law to Muhammad (Gardner, 2017). The main reason for dividing was the difference in preferences on who should succeed Muhammad.
Question Six:
	In addition to increasing religious knowledge, the most interesting finding on this article is the fact that during the early years, Muslims believed in preaching Islam to non-believers even if it required the use of force on anyone who objected to it. On the other hand, surprisingly enough, despite having to forcefully preach Islam to non-believers, it was not a must to convert into a Muslim. This twist displays the high level of discipline in the Muslim religion that things are done according to the way they are required. Other interesting findings are the meaning of “the people of the book”, in relation to Muslim.

Question Seven:
	Christians do not object to the relevancy of the Qur’an with respect to the scriptures written in the bible. However, Muslims, on the other hand, believe that the bible has been altered through falsification and corruption.
	Christians believe that the bible was written by people inspired by the holy spirit then translated into different languages as Christianity grew. Whereas Islam states that the Qur’an was communicated to Muhammad word to word from God himself.
Proposed Question:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Discuss the justification of Muhammad using force while trying to preach to non-believers.
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